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PART V. 





NORTH-WEST HALF-BREED CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


Orrtawa, 10th January, 1888. 
A, M. Bura@sss, Hsq., 
Deputy of the Minister of the Interior, 
Ottawa. 


Siz,—We, the undersigned, have the honor to report that, under the powers» 
-osted in us by the Order in Council of the 19th May last and by the Commission 
sued to us bearing the same date, we have completed the investigation of the- 
aims of half-breeds who were residents on the 15th Julv, 1870, within the limits 
‘that portion of the North-West Territories which has been ceded by the Indians 
nder treaty, and also of the claims of “ original white settlers,” or their descen- 
dants, not being half-breeds, who, between the years 1813 and 1835 both inclusive, . 
went to any part of the North-West Territories, the Indian title in which has since 
been extinguishéd, and who were residing in such ceded portions of the Territories 
on the 26th May, 1874, 

We left Winnipeg on the 7th of June last, accompanied by Mr. James Anderson, . 
‘he Secretary of the Commission, and reached Prince Albert on the 19th of that 
month, at which place sittings of the Commission were held as well as at Fort 
Qu’ Appelle and St. Laurent, en route. 

From Prince Albert we proceeded in an open boat (York boat) to the following 
places, namely :— 

Fort 4 la Corne, Cumberland House, Birch River Portage, The Pas, Moose Lake, . 
and Grand Rapids, on the North Saskatchewan River; Norway House, on the east 
branch of the Nelson River; Poplar River, Berens River, Fisher River, and Fort 
Alexander, on Lake Winnipeg. 

Owing to the prevailing storms and adverse winds on the lake at that season,. 
we had a long and perilous passage, and did not reach Selkirk until the 24th Sep- 
ember. 

In accordance with the instructions to that effect contained in your letter of the 
47th September last, we left Winnipeg on the 6th of October for Green Lake, vid: 
Qu’Appelle, Batoche and Carlton, arriving at our destination on the 20th of that 
nonth, and held sittings of the Commission at that place up to the 24th, when we 
ymbarked on our return journey. A stop of four days was made en route at Duck. 
uake and Batoche, and on the 9th of November we again returned to Winnipeg, after 
iaving travelled by trail over 800 miles, to and from Green Lake. 

Fort Pelly was next visited, at which place sittings of the Commission were also 
eld, and the work commenced by the Commission in the spring of 1885 was most. 
atisfactorily concluded. | 

We then returned to Winnipeg, which we reached on the 26th November. 

Mr. EB. McColl, the Superintendent of the Manitoba Indian Agencies, who accom. 
anied the Commission, while in his district, for the purpose of dealing with the 
yplications made by the half-breeds attached to Indian bands to withdraw from 
‘eaty in order to participate in the half-breed grant, rendered the Commission valu-- 
/'9 service, and exercised very great care in permitting only such of them to sever 
» ig,eonnection with their respective bands as could satisfactorily show that if they 
ee ves their discharge from trgaty they would be in a position to support. 
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Five hundred and sixty-five applications were dealt with by the Commissio 
during the past season, which are all entered in numerical order in the registers 
marked “A” and “B,” which contain, besides, a précis of each claim, the decisiol 
arrived at and the action taken by the Commission in each case. a 

The registers above referred to are accompanied by an alphabetical index 
marked “©,” of the names of all the persons whose claims are entered therein. 

The nature of these claims may be classified as follows :— 


Claims allowed of persons who have never taken treaty..... 28 
Claims allowed of persons who obtained their discharge.... 321 
Claims allowed of legal representatives of deceased half- 
Deeds vpewadns-, ape snccsiwecess weacdes sx euis sua denesneansi st Stata 54 
Claims allowed of original white settlors......s.s0+ o-ssseesecees 2 
Claims reserved of persons who were residing on 15th July, 
1870, within the original limits of the Province of Ma- 


TILDE sieve oe clue sevedcgs- sararaeaeeracratares oh Geks eacann ee i Sothe ‘§ 
Claims reserved of persons who were residing on 15th July, 
1870, in those portions of the North-West Territories : 
in which the Indian title has not yet been extinguished 73 . 
C.raims requiring further Cvidence.......01. sceresceceeeevees reece 49 
Claims. disallowed.......srcececsecsereseces panbeteere Peanauneetberss ; 3k 
565 f 

















A detailed statement, marked “ D,” is attached hereto, showing the number 
the nature of claims preferred at each place visited by the Commission. 
Me Scrip certificates have been issued by the Chairman of the Commission 
follows :— 


Money Scrip. 


Form A,-344, amounting t0,......smessncvencéncse sesceseesy O22j0 1eEEE 
Form B, 146........+. a ak esa RS a Sf 


‘ $81,804 15 





Land Scrip. 
Horm Gy 13, ia aakesees aveehehietante sikveasuees naa ceo. 3; 120 aCres. 


Certificates on the form A, to the value of $1,160, which are included in 
‘above statement, have been issued on applications which were made in 1885 or 13 
_ but which were then reserved for further evidence, and certificates on the form k 
amounting 10 $771.83, also included in the statement already referred to, have beel 
issued to the heirs of deceased half-breeds whose claims were proved in 1885 or 188 
but who had not received their shares as such heirs, , ! 

At Norway House, Fisher River, and Fort Alexander, thers are large settld, 
ments of half-breeds residing on Indian reserves, and in receipt of Indian annuitied| 
but who all preferred to remain members of the Indian bands to which they belone 
and to continue to enjoy as such ail treaty privileges. ai : 
AG A schedule is also appended hereto, marked “¥,” of the claims profer 
TO an eree aes oo Ne January and February, 1857, at sittings of the Com 
ae ® Several points mentioned therein, on Lakes Manitoba and Wil 

We ieel that we cannot close our roport witho: i in’ 801 
a easure, the great kindness and attention iy veosived frou tes seat 
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clergy and the Hudson’s Bay Company officers, at 
; visited, and for the facilities that were afforded us 
of the Commission, 


the several missions and posts we 
for the prosecution of the work 


We have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servants, 
R. GOULET, 


N. OMER COTE, 


Commissioners. 
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Commission, under the authority of the Order in Council of the 9th of May, 1887. 
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